Danielle Wertz is an award-winning vocalist, composer, and arranger whose emotionally
resonant music blends jazz, folk, and contemporary classical genres. Described by DownBeat
Magazine as “evocative... remarkably intimate, expressive and poignant,” her voice has earned
her an international following and growing recognition across disciplines.

Wertz began her career deeply rooted in the jazz tradition, gaining early acclaim as the
youngest semi-finalist in the 2015 Thelonious Monk Jazz Competition and runner-up in the 2017
Ella Fitzgerald Jazz Vocal Competition. Her debut album, Intertwined, was praised as “pure and
untarnished by the politics of music” (Jazz Music Archives), and her sophomore release, Other
Side (Outside in Music), marked a bold expansion of her artistic voice.

Reimagined during the pandemic, Other Side showcases original compositions that blend
elements of folk, jazz, metal, and contemporary classical music alongside reinterpreted jazz
standards. Lauded for its “luxurious compositions and arrangements” (Paris Move), “Joni
Mitchell’d tenderness” (Jazz Weekly), and “kind-hearted catharsis” (Talkin’ Broadway), a South
Arts Jazz Road grant supported its national tour.

In 2022 Wertz co-created and co-starred in Both Sides Now: The Music and Lives of Joni
Mitchell and Leonard Cohen (Signature Theatre) which continues to tour nationally with
representation from Madison House.

Her latest album, Silent Course, is a collaboration with Remy Le Boeuf and Denmark’s Nordkraft
Big Band. Hailed by DownBeat as “a sound garden of delights” and textura as “a triumphant
collection,” this collaboration not only showcases Wertz’'s compositional voice and lyrical depth,
but affirms her singular voice in contemporary vocal jazz and her expanding presence in
genre-blurring large ensemble work.

Wertz completed her first European tour as a bandleader in the fall and will be a featured artist
on two major interdisciplinary projects in 2026: a Harriet Steinke original work commissioned by
Beth Morrison Projects, and a crossover jazz opera by composer Ben Morris. With a voice and
vision rooted in curiosity and emotional depth, she is quickly emerging as one of the most
compelling cross-genre artists of her generation.



